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Links to Reports and Documents Relating to Land Grants and Public Domain 
in the Hornbeck Collection 
 
 
 
1785 – The Public Land Survey System 
Adopted by the United States Congress of Confederation on May 20, 1785, the Land Ordinance was established to provide a means by which the land west 
of the Appalachian Mountains, north of the Ohio River and East of the Mississippi River could be sold and settled. This article describes the Public Land 
Survey System (PLSS), a way of subdividing and describing all public domain lands in the United States. Regulated by the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
the PLSS divides the lands owned by the Federal government into 6-miles square townships and is included in the National Atlas. Townships are divided into 
36 one-miles sections that can be further divided into quarter sections, quarter-quarter sections, or even irregular government lots. Each township is identified 
with a township and range designation with township representing the location north or south of the base line and the range indicating the location east or 
west of one of 37 named Principal Meridians. The east-west line of each meridian is called the base line. 
 
1859 – Map of Public Surveys in California 
September 19, 1859, map of California prepared by the Office of the U.S. Surveyor General.  This was the first public survey of California depicting 
Township, Range and 196 applications for patents for lands granted during the Spanish-Mexican era in Alta California.  It reflects the beginning of the Public 
Land Survey System in California. 
 
1880, The Existing Laws of the United States relating to the Survey and Disposition of the Public Domain 
This December 1, 1880, publication sets forth each general subject of legislation in separate chapters with complete references given to the 
antecedent legislation upon the same subject. Each chapter contains copious citations of all decisions regarding decisions by the Federal 
courts, the supreme courts of several public-land States and Territories, the Department of Justice, the Secretary of Interior, and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
 
1880, The Public Domain, Its History with Statistics 
Prepared by Thomas Donaldson, member of the Public Land Commission's Committee on Codification, this publication containing 33 
chapters, gives the origin, growth and disposition of the lands in the public domain, tracing several systems from their origin, and providing full 
statistics of operations under and the results of several acts for the sale and disposition of public lands up to June 30, 1880. 
 
1883 - Public Land Laws Passed by Congress from March 4,1875, to April 1, 1882, with the Important Decisions of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Land Opinions of the Attorney General, and the Circular Instructions Issued 
An 1883 publication designed to show the development of the public land system from 1875 to 1882, presenting a repository of the important 
decisions of the General Land Office as well as opinions of the U.S. Attorney General and instructions to the surveyors general, registers and 
receivers. 
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California Private Land Grant Records in the National Archives, J. N. Bowman, January 24, 1956 
A detailed report regarding California Private Land Grant Records in the National Archive prepared by J. N. Bowman, January 24, 1956.  
Provides historical background, types of private land grant papers in the National Archives and the location of other private land grant papers 
both nationally and within the State of California.  It also describes types of private land grant papers located within the National Archives and 
their condition.  There are comprehensive lists of Expedientes, Unclassified Expedientes and Board Expedientes 
 
California Legislation and Statutes 
 
GLO Land Patent Maps in the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin 
A series of maps depicting public land survey sections and the location of all Bureau of Land Management patents granted within the public land 
survey sections in the Salinas River Valley, California, and vicinity beginning with the location of Spanish-Mexican land grants as of 1848 through 
the conclusion of the U.S. patenting process ending in the 1900s. 
 
Summaries of Data Relating to the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin 
A series of tables that depict BLM patents issued and related data as to the Salinas Valley and vicinity (Monterey, San Benito and San Luis 
Obispo counties) and the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin.  Additional summaries include BLM records include patent acres by Township, 
Range and Section and by location in as identified in Bulletin 118 – Salinas Valley Ground Water Basin. 
 
U.S. Government Legislation and Statutes 
 
 
 
 
 
